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JUST... EXTRAORDINARY.
EVERY TIME I LOOK AT IT, IT
FEELS LIKE IT'S HIDING A
THOUSAND SECRETS.




MAYA, COULD YOoUu
RETRIEVE A SMALL SAMPLE OF
THE SUBSTANCE FROM STORAGE
CHAMBER 27 I NEED IT PREPPED
FOR THE CRYOSTATIC ISOLATION
BATH OVERNIGHT.

NO MORE
THAN 2 GRAMS.




OH! YES, DR.
FITZPATRICK. RIGHT
AWAY!

CRYOSTATIC ISOLATION...
850 SHE'S TESTING THERMAL
STABILITY AGAIN? SHE REALLY
BELIEVES SHE CAN MAKE IT
PERMANENT...






EASY... EASY...
THAT SHOULD BE
ENOUGH.




MAY A, REMEMBER - NO MORE
THAN SPECIFIED. THIS 1S ALL WE HAVE.
EVERY ATOM OF THE SUBSTANCE |15
IRREPLACEABLE.
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UH... SORRY, DR. FITZPATRICK.
ALMOST... ALMOST NICKED MY
FINGER THERE.

O

( CRAP, CRAP, CRAP. ,




CAREFUL, MAYA. WE CAN'T
AFFORD TO WASTE ANYTHING -
NEITHER THE SUBSTANCE NOR

YOUR BLOOD. TRY NOT TO FUMBLE
NEXT TIME.







I'LL FIGURE OUT WHAT TO DO
WITH THIS LATER... T JUST CAN'T
LET IT GO TO WASTE. I CAN'T
LOSE THIS INTERNSHIP.
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YES, DOCTOR, JUST

AS YOU SPECIFIED.




GOOD WORK, MAYA.

KEEP THIS UP AND YOU'LL
BE AN INVALUABLE ASSET
TO THE TEAM.




THANK YOU, DR.
FITZPATRICK. I... T'LL
KEEP DOING MY BEST.

PLEASE, CALL
ME AMY

H.-- &'URE; DR. F"
I MEAN, AMY.




I HAD TO INVENT NEW WAYS OF
EXPRESSING THE DETAILS OF MATTER.

CONVENTIONAL NOTATION TUST COULDN'T
KEEP UP. $0 YOU MAY NOT RECOGNISE
ALL THE SYMBOLS.

THESE EQUATIONS...
I'VE NEVER SEEN ANYTHING
LIKE THEM...




wow... THE WAY YOU'VE
USED IT, IT'S LIKE AN ENTIRELY
NEW LANGUAGE. NO WONDPER I
COULDN'T READ IT.




YOU'VE BEEN HERE
ALMOST 12 HOURS. YOU SHOULD GET
SOME REST, MAYA. GO HOME AND WE'LL

CONTINUE TOMORROW.

e ..

ARE YOU SURE? I
DON'T MIND STAYING IF
YOU NEED MORE HELP.

q
IT'S FINE. BESIDES, IT'S ALMOST TIME

FOR ME TO GO THROUGH MY ENHANCED

" PHYSIQUE STABILISATION PROCESS
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ALRIGHT.
GOODNIGHT, AMY.




NO MATTER THE TIME
OF THE DAY, THIS PLACE
FEELS $0... EERIE.

NO WINDOWS,
NO SUNLIGHT... TUST ENDLESS
WHITE CORRIDORS. MAKES MY
SKIN CRAWL.




T&... 1S THAT A
FISH, WILL?

HER NAME |5
PATRICIA. T HAD TO
BRING HER IN. SHE'S
A POORLY GIRL.




'VE GOT TO ADD
MEDICINE TO THE BOWL
EVERY HOUR.

AND THEY JUST
LET YOU WALTZ IN HERE
WITH A FISH?




GOD NO.

YOU KNOW HOW STRICT
THEY ARE. MIKE HELPED ME
SNEAK HER IN THE BACK
BEFORE HIS SHIFT.

RIGHT... MIKE. JUST BE

CAREFUL. LAST THING WE
NEED |S DR. HOST NOTICING
YOU'VE TURNED HIS LAB
INTO AN AQUARIUM.




THERE YOU GO, PATRICIA.
ALL SETTLED IN. YOU'LL FEEL
BETTER IN NO TIME. S0 WE'RE SUPPOSED TO BE
BABYSITTING DR. HOST'S PROJVECT...
AND INSTEAD, WE'RE BABYSITTING
YOUR FI&H?




SHE'S FAMILY, JOHN.
NOT JUST A FISH. BESIDES, DR. HOST
WON'T NOTICE. THE SECURITY &SYSTEM'S
DOWN, REMEMBER? NO CAMERAS.
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YEAH, BUT IF YOU GET CAUGHT...
I'M NOT COVERING FOR YOU. YOU

KNOW HOW STRICT THEY ARE SINCE
‘THE INCIDENT'.

OH, COME ON. IT'M NOT
GETTING CAUGHT. IT'S &0 LATE -
ALL THE BIG WIGS HAVE GONE

HOME BY NOW.
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50... WHAT
EXACTLY ARE WE BABYSITTING
HERE?

—




THIS. IT'S A PROTOTYPE
ACCELERATION LASER. CAPABLE
OF PUSHING PARTICLES TO
FASTER-THAN-LIGHT SPEEDS.
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MIGHT TAKE A
CLOSER LOOK... T MEAN,
IT'S TUST US HERE.

A




UH, JOHN... DR. HOST
PROBABLY WOULDN'T
APPRECIATE THAT.
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RELAX, WILL. IT'S
NOT LIKE T'M GOING TO SET IT
OFF OR ANYTHING...

PLUS, IT WOULDN'T
HAVE A HUGE EFFECT ON
99.993% OF MATTER IT

TOUCHED




...BESIDES, WHAT'S
THE WORST THAT CoULD
HAPPEN?
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JOHN,
JUST PUT IT DOWN
BEFORE-













WHAT THE HELL
WAS THAT?




PLEASE BE OKAY... B




T THINK T'LL JUST... PUT
THIS DOWN NOW.
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OH, THANK TEBUS,
YOU'RE OKAY. IT'M &O
SORRY, GIRL...




THIS PLACE...
IT'S REALLY GOING TO
TAKE SOME GETTING
USED TO.




I THOUGHT THAT
LASER HIT ME AT FIRST...
BUT IT MUST HAVE JUST
MISSED OR SOMETHING.

I'M &0
TIRED...
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OH, RIGHT... T
FORGOT ABOUT THE SECURITY
CHECKPOINT.

I HEAR THEY'VE
BEEN BEEN REALLY STRICT
SINCE '‘THE INCIDENT".
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I KNOW IT INVOLVED aMY, BUT
NO ONE EVER TALKS ABOUT
WHAT REALLY HAPPENEDX...

¥ BUT LUCKY FOR US, YOU CAN READ ALL ABOUT
IT IN THE COMIC FEMMAX GREEN DISCOVERY




HOLD IT RIGHT
THERE. PREPARE FOR
YOUR EXIT SEARCH.




DING, DING, DING.
SHIFT CHANGE, BOYS5!




WE'LL TAKE IT FROM
HERE. GET YOURSELVES
ON BREAK, GUYS.




HOLY SHIT...
MAYA? YOU STARTED ON MY
LAST SHIFT! YOU MUST HAVE
BEEN HERE OVER TWELVE
HOURS!




OH, MIKE? HARD TO
TELL YOU GUYS APART. YEAH...
BEEN TRYING TO HELP DR. FITZPATRICK
MAKE A BREAKTHROUGH... NO LUCHK
YET THOUGH.



GO ON THROUGH. You
LOOK EXHAUSTED - NO NEED
FOR THE FULL CHECK TODAY.
GET SOME REST.




ALWAYS BENDING THE
RULES FOR THE ONES YOU
LIKE, HUH?

CAN YOU BLAME
ME? SHE'S SUPER
CUTE.
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YOU USED TO &AY THAT
ABOUT DR. FITZPATRICK.

OH, I STILL THINK SHE'S
CUTE. &HE'S TUST A LITTLE
MORE INTIMIDAING NOW.




THAT WAS
SWEET OF HIM.




WHAT A DAY...
FEELS LIKE I'VE BEEN
HERE FOREVER.




I CAN'T WAIT TO
CRASH INTO MY BIG,
COMFY BED...










OH MY GOD,
I COMPLETELY
FORGOT...




SECURITY WOULD'VE TORN
ME APART FOR HAVING THIS...
THANK GOD FOR MIKE...




T'LL HAVE TO SNEAK
IT BACK SOMEHOW TOMORROW. BUT
TONIGHT... BETTER KEEP IT SAFE.

TO BE CONTINUED
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